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Elstead Parish Council.  c/o Woodview, Red House Lane, Elstead, Surrey.  GU8 6DS
E. elsteadpc.clerk@gmail.com

Chair: Ms Jane Jacobs.  

.

Planning Committee - Minutes of Meeting

Monday 17th August 2026 at 7pm at Elstead Youth Centre

Present:	Cllr A. Hampshire (Chair)	Cll J. Collis	Cllr L. Davidsen	(arr 7.37pm)
Cllr Cllr A. Goundry		Cllr J. Holroyd			
			
Mrs J. Williams (Clerk)		11 MOP	

		
2	1.0	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J. Jacobs, Cllr M. Lass, Cllr R. Muir and Cllr P. Murphy which councillors accepted.   The clerk confirmed that the meeting was quorate.

2.0	Declaration of Interests

Cllr A Goundry declared an interest in WA/2026/01243 being the Chair of the Bonfire Hill Trust Committee and left the room whilst this application was discussed.  The remaining members of the Parish Council declared an interest in WA/2026/01243 given that a) this is a site that was promoted through the Elstead & Weyburn Neighbourhood Plan process b) Elstead Parish Council has had various discussions with the different developers over a number of years c) Elstead Parish Council is the Trustee of the Bonfire Hill Trust.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would declare this at the beginning of its response after which it would state its views along with that of any members of the public who were present.   No other councillors disclosed a Personal and prejudicial Interest which members are required to disclose by section 94(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 and in accordance with The Parish Council (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007.

3.0       Planning applications for comment

	WA/2026/01466









	WHITEFIELD HOUSE LITTLEWORTH ROAD SEALE FARNHAM GU10 1JJ







	Erection of extensions and alterations to dwelling and installation of solar panels on garage roof with associated works; removal of existing gable roof bay window and rooflight.

Elstead Parish Council supports this application.  

(4/4 councillors)

	WA/2026/01458





























	GREAT HOOKLEY FARM HOOKLEY LANE ELSTEAD GODALMING GU8 6JE



























	Erection of 9 detached dwellings and garages/car ports; erection of a commercial building with parking including under croft parking all with associated amenity space parking bin store area and associated landscaping following demolition of all existing buildings.

Elstead Parish Council notes that there is a lack of affordable housing on this site which does not cater for the needs of the local residents.  

Elstead Parish Council remains very concerned at the poor access to the site which it feels is still problematic.  

Elstead Parish Council notes that there is no formal detail for what the commercial space is going to be used for.  

Elstead Parish Council would request confirmation that the drainage is adequate based on historic drainage issues in Hookley Lane.

(4/4 councillors)


	WA/2026/01420




















	LITTLE WILTON MILFORD ROAD ELSTEAD GODALMING GU8 6HZ


















	Certificate of lawfulness under section 191 for the siting and assembly of a mobile home/caravan within the residential curtilage.

Elstead Parish Council would not usually comment on a certificate of lawfulness unless there was a compelling planning argument to do so.  In this instance Elstead Parish Council strongly objects to this application. 

This application, as is clear from its’ construction, is for a significant dwelling - it is not simply for a caravan or mobile home.

The height of the “mobile home” is measured as being 3.3m (a lot higher than the 1.8m existing fenceline) and sited 1m 25cm from the neighbouring property’s boundary. As a result of this construction, two neighbours are now severely overlooked by several windows from the “mobile home”.

The definition of a caravan is a structure that can be moved which is not how this structure appears.

The Parish Council understands that there is a covenant on the land which restricts the placement of a caravan and/or mobile home, therefore unless permission has been obtained from the covenant holder this certificate of lawfulness should not be allowed.

The location of the caravan / mobile is contrary to the Elstead & Weyburn Neighbourhood plan ESDQ1 “character and design” which seeks to preserve established building lines, 2) preserve existing plot widths and 3) preserve the separation between buildings and site boundaries in relation to likely impact on the privacy and amenity of neighbouring properties.

The location of the caravan / mobile is contrary to the Elstead & Weyburn Neighbourhood plan ESDQ2 “conversion and subdivisions” – this is clearly a sub-division of land as the caravan will be a dwelling for a family.  

Elstead Parish Council would also like to highlight the inaccuracy of the supplied block plan which is 50 years out of date and does not show the current sub division of land and most importantly does not accurately reflect where the ‘caravan’ is actually located.  
 
Finally Elstead Parish Council is disappointed to learn of the removal of a significant number of mature trees to allow the installation of this structure.  Elstead Parish Council would ask that planning seek to include a bio diversity net gain plan in view of the loss of bio diversity that has already happened on the land.

(4/4 councillors)


	WA/2026/01408








	HOLT COTTAGE SEALE ROAD ELSTEAD GODALMING GU8 6LF






	Erection of single and two storey extensions and alterations following removal of existing chimney stack.

Elstead Parish Council supports this application.  

(4/4 councillors)


	WA/2026/01353





















	BEACON COTTAGE BEACON VIEW ROAD ELSTEAD GODALMING GU8 6DT


















	Erection of a single storey extension with alterations to elevations following demolition of existing extension and porch; alterations to roofspace including dormers and rooflights to provide habitable accommodation.

Elstead Parish Council strongly objects to the dormer in the roofspace as it is out of character when compared with other properties and will cause Beacon Cottage to overlook neighbouring properties.

Elstead Parish Council has no objection to the single storey element of the plan.  

(4/4 councillors)


	WA/2026/01343









	HEATHERDOWN WOOLFORDS LANE ELSTEAD GODALMING GU8 6LL






	Erection of a replacement outbuilding with creation of a bat loft following demolition of existing outbuilding.

Elstead Parish Council supports this application.  

(4/4 councillors)


	WA/2026/01355















	WILLOW END MILFORD ROAD ELSTEAD GODALMING GU8 6HS













	Certificate of lawfulness under section 192 for alterations to existing garage to provide incidental habitable accommodation.

Elstead Parish Council does not usually comment on certificate of lawfulness however it does request that a condition be included that should the garage be converted into incidental habitable accommodation it remains ancillary to the main dwelling. 

(4/4 councillors)


	WA/2026/01243






































	SUNRAY FARM WEST HILL ELSTEAD GODALMING GU8 6DQ




































	Hybrid planning application comprising: outline planning application (all matters reserved except access) for the demolition of existing buildings and the provision of a doctors surgery; full planning application for the demolition of existing buildings and the development of 38 dwellings with access from west hill provision of open space suds local area of play internal circulation roads car parking associated landscaping infrastructure and other works.

Elstead Parish Council would firstly like to declare an interest in this site given that it has a) promoted this site as part of the Elstead & Weyburn Neighbourhood Plan, b) met with both current and previous developers on a number of occasions, c) Elstead PC is the Trustee of The Bonfire Hill Trust – land which is adjacent to the proposed development and part of this land could be used to provide wider, 2 way access to the site d) the developer has said that they will transfer the medical centre land to the Parish Council at a nominal cost.
 
Notwithstanding the declaration of interest, Elstead PC would like to make the following comments on this application;
 
Access: the access to the site is not appropriate for that of 38 dwellings.  The entry is not wide enough for two vehicles side by side and will be challenging for construction traffic (and those neighbours living immediately by the access) entering the site.  The plan to include a pinch point to therefore allow one in / one out will have a significant impact on the accessibility of the site (for residents, construction traffic and emergency services)  – particularly if the medical facility is realised.    Elstead PC notes that this access proposal is similar to access at The Croft (an establish site in Elstead) where the pinch point causes considerable issues for people coming and going from the development.  Given the proximity to the common and the very real risk of wildfire clear, 2 way access should be included.  The one way access also has a huge impact on properties leading up to the Sunray development specifically no 36.  A wider access will preserve the safety of their access given that the property has a very short drive.  The Bonfire Hill Trust (of which Elstead PC is a Trustee) has indicated that they would support providing an easement for a small section of its land in order to allow a wider, safer access to the site.  This would benefit the development as well as existing residents living on the approach to the site.
 
Drainage: Elstead Parish Council would ask whether the issue of drainage is sufficient given the fact that the land is higher than the rest of West Hill. 
 
Housing Mix: Elstead Parish Council would note that the proposed development of 38 properties does not include affordable properties nor self build which is not in line with policies H1 and H2 of the Elstead & Weyburn Neighbourhood plan.  However, Elstead PC is aware that the neighbourhood area is already catered for affordable houses from the Water Meadow Place development and planned Springfield redevelopment. 
 
Parking: It is noted that the site only allows for 78 parking spaces which, given the housing mix seems to be below the quota applied by Waverley for a rural development and specifically for a village which is poorly served by public transport as Elstead is.  This causes further concern given the current road width and the inevitable on-street parking that will ensue.
 
Bio-Diversity and BNG: Elstead Parish Council is disappointed at the lack of inclusion of eco features such as solar panels and heat pumps, net bio diversity requirements such as bat boxes, swift boxes and would seek clarification on the development’s BNG.
 
LAP: The LAP highlighted in the plan is insufficient for a development and whilst the PC is happy for it to be a LAP rather than a LEAP, the PC would request a condition that a contribution be made to its own play area at Thursley Road recreation ground as this will be used by Sunray families given its close proximity to the development.
 
Pedestrian access: Elstead PC would question the proposed pavement and whether it crosses the title deeds of No 36 West Hill.

(4/5 councillors, 1 cllr could not participate)




Response from Elstead Parish Council

Further to its planning response, Elstead Parish Council would like to clearly emphasise that it overwhelmingly supports the inclusion of a medical centre on the Sunray site in lieu of the co-working space as originally identified in the E&W Neighbourhood Plan.  Springfield Surgery, which is the current practice, has over 4,500 patients for a surgery that originally had a planned capacity of 1,700.  A new surgery which will cater for future growth both in Elstead and the immediate area will future proof the provision of a doctor's surgery in the village which is of vital importance given the limited public transport available from Elstead to neighbouring towns. The Parish Council has consulted with residents on this proposal via leaflets and public meetings.  At the last public meeting there was overwhelming support from residents for a new surgery with formal, dedicated parking.

On the issue of access, Elstead PC would like to highlight the issue of the single access road to the development and would emphasis that The Bonfire Hill Trust (who are responsible for the land immediately adjacent to this site) is prepared to provide a small piece of land via an easement to widen the access which will benefit those on living Sunray, those living on the approach and ensure that construction traffic and emergency access is not compromised.

The Parish Council recognises and understands the concerns raised by several local residents and is committed to working constructively with all parties to achieve the best possible outcome for the community. The Council supports the delivery of a new Medical Centre which will help future-proof primary care infrastructure for generations to come. 


4.0        Planning Communications/Other Matters 

	WA/2026/00417

	DENE END
SANDS LANE
TILFORD
FARNHAM
GU10 2BA
	Appeal reference 6012552
– householder, no further comments allowed.  For noting.



	WA/2026/00291


	THUNDRY FARM
FARNHAM ROAD
ELSTEAD
GODALMING
GU8 6LE
	Appeal reference 6013743.  Written representation permitted.
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