


Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

ELSTEADPARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparaticn of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year endead 31 March 2025, that.

1. We have put in place arrangemants for effective financal
managemant durng the year. anc for the preparation of
the accounting stataments.

prepared 18 accounting sfaléments in accordancs
with the Accounts and Aual Reguiabons

2. 'We maintainea an adequate system of internal control
ncluding measures designed o pravent and datect fraud
and comugtion and reviewas 15 effectvanass

made proper arrangamernts and accecfad responsibilty
for safeguarding the pubic money and resources in
s charge

3. We ook @l reasonadie steps 1o assure curseives
that there are na matiers of astual or potential
non-cempliance with laws, regulations and Preper
Practices that could have a signeficant financal efect
on tha abilry of this authority to conduct ks
JUSNeSS or manage 45 finances

has only done what & has the legal power (o 00 and has
comphed with Proger Fractices \n doing ¢

4, '‘Ne provided proper cprortunty cunng the year for
the exarcisa of alactors rights in accordanca with the
reguiramants of the Acccunts and Audit Regulations

8 We carred out an assessment of the risks facing this
authorty ang 1cok approgriate steps {o manapse those
neks, ncluding the introducton of internal controls analor
externa’ inswance cover where required

2SS R o WO

dunng the y=ar gave ail parsons inferesied He opportunty (o
nspect and ask questions about this authonly’s accounts

———

conswderad and documented the financial and other nsks
facas and deal with them properly

6. We maintainagd throughout the year an adequate and
sffective system of nterna! audn of the accounting
records and contral systems

arranged for a competant persan, independent of the fnancia/
Sonirols and proceduras 10 Give an abjective view on whether
Infarmal controls mee! the nesds of this smalier authonty

7. We 0ok appropriate action on all matters raised
N reports from intarnal N2 externa audnt

réspondad (o matters drought 1o 18 aitantion by nifemnal and
exramal suaht

8. We considerad whether any Itgation. liabiities or
comMmMtMmants, events or transactione, cccurning esher
during or afer the year-end. have s financig mpact on
ihis authorty anc, where agpropnate, nave induceds them
1 the accounting statemeants

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds induding
chantable In our capacty &s tha sole managing
irustee we discharged our accountabiny
responsiblities for the fund(sjiassets, including
financia raporting and, f requirad. independant
axaminaton of auat

disoiosad everything if show'd have atow &35 business actvity
dwing the year Inciuaing evends faking place affar the year
snd i ralsvant

has met al of #s responsbities whare, 85 3 doay
corporala, s & sole managing frustee of 2 local
frust or trusts.

v

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘Ne' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authonty on

16/06/2025

ana recorded as minute reference

A0k

www.elsteadvillage co.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Retum 2024/25 Form 3

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for
ELSTEADPARISH COUNCIL

Year ending

'11 March

1. Balances brought
forward

141,807 147,512

Notes and guidance

Please round alf figures to neavest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or NIl balances, All igures must
agree to underying financial records

Total baiances end reserves af the beginning of the year |
2§ recorded In the financisl records. Value must agree fo
Box 7 of previous year.

2. *' Pracep: or Rates and
evies

72,000 77,188

. Tota! amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)

received or recelvable In the year. Exclude any grants
received

3. (+) Total other receipts

147,903 33654

Tota! income or receins as recorded in the cashbook less
he precept or ratesfevies recaived (Ine 2). Include any
grants received

-

4. :‘-‘:' Staff c5st§ '

34,474 33,895

Total expendiure or payments made to snd on benalf
of all empicyees. include gross salanes and wages,
empicyers Ni contnbutions, empioyers pension
contributions, graluiiies and severance payments

5. (-) Loan mlerest/captal |

| repayments |

1,884

Total expenditure or psyments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authonty's borrovangs (if any)

6. {-) All cther payments

177,240 101,563

Total expenditure or psyments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capial
repayments (line 5) '

|

7. (=) Balancas camied
forward

Toral balances and reserves af the end of the year. Must
egual (1+2+2) - (3§45+6)

147 512 121,012

8. Totsl velue of cash and The sum of sl current and deposit bank accournts, cash

short term invastments heldings and short term investments heid as ar 31 March -
147,512 121,012 70 sgree with bank reconciliation.
 S— ——— RO —

9. Total fixed assets plus The vaiue of all the property the authonty owns - It is made
long term investments up of all #s fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 217 691 218,731| 31 March

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all lcans

2708 g22| from third parties {including FWLB)

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including chantable)

116, Dsciosure note re Trust funds
{including chantable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acls as sole frustee and
is responsible for managing Trus! funds or assets

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactions. ]

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statemerts were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on this cate

Return have been prepared on either a recepls and payments 16/06/2025

or income and expenaciture bas:s following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Autherites - 2
Practitioners' Guide to Preper Practices and presant fairly
the financial pesition of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

\ as recorced In minJta reference

AI0X

presented to the aut or approval
Signed by Chair of tha maeting whare the Accountng
= Statements were approved
= 17/05/2025 '

Annug! Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainags Boards snd other Smallsr Autherities®
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Elstead Parish Council — SU0033

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Signature Pﬁé’c .LA.‘H' G-lec';lﬂ uﬁ Date _
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