
Parish Council Meeting of the Elstead Parish Council

held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Elstead 

Monday 20 February 2012, commencing at 7.30pm

         Present:      Messrs P Murphy (Chairman), Mrs A Thomas, A Jones, L Davidsen, 

                            Mrs H Bird, R C Terry, R Holroyd Mrs S Place also attending, 

                            Cllr D Harmer SCC, PC R Hawkes and 8 parishioners.

        Apologies for absence:  Messrs B Morgan and Cllr J Else WBC

Police Liaison: PC Hawkes gave a general update of the issues in the Village. No major crimes had been reported, but a number of petty incidents were being  investigated. 

        .

1.0      MINUTES:

           The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed.

2.0      MATTERS ARISING

2143
Illegal dumping on Federal Mogul site – SCC are still considering enforcement action as no material has been removed from the site. Mr Murphy is in contact with SCC and a response has been given that the County Planning Authority will address the breach of planning control at the site.  Unfortunately the need for prioritising recent cases has meant that this matter has taken longer to resolve than first anticipated. Ongoing issue. 

2153
Excessive parking at Springfield – It was reported that the matter was still ongoing and WBC would be writing to the residents on the matter to see if things could be improved. Nothing further to report at this time.
2194
Parking outside the fish and chip shop in Milford Road in the lay-by and on

the footpath - Cllr Harmer suggested that if the Parish Council required dropped kerbs we should make a request to the SCC Local Committee  at Waverley. Mr Murphy reported that the matter was raised at the Local Committee and very little could be done by SCC. However, it was suggested that if the Parish Council approached the owners of the shops and they agreed to the drop kerbs, then the Parish Council could fund the changes. The two shop keepers will be approached for their reaction and agreement.
2209
The drainage ditch behind Hazelwood, which has an affect onto Milford Road
- This has been reported to SCC/WBC and has been ongoing. Mr Murphy advised that the jetting works have yet to be undertaken; this would be followed up in due course.

2321
Parking around the Village – No discussion in Mr Morgan’s absence.

2322
Access to the common at the end of Redhouse Lane became waterlogged after 
heavy rain. It was agreed that Mr Taylor, SCC, would be asked to investigate.
2328
SCC - Community Funding - The schedule of proposed works that fall under 
the community fund has been completed and sent to Cllr Harmer for onward 
transmittal to SCC Highways for them to undertake the works. Nothing further 
to report at this time.

2327
Waste bin at The Moat –The order has been placed awaiting delivery and installation. 
2330
Thursley Recreation Ground play equipment update BIFFA have made an award of £4000.00 towards the scheme and Veolia have offered a further £5,000 (see also item 2632 below). 

2332
Surrey County Council review of bus services in the county - Amongst its
proposals are the discontinuation of the Elstead - Farnham service altogether
and a reduction of the Elstead - Godalming service from hourly to two-
hourly. Mr Murphy has written to ask SCC to reconsider cutting the service
through Elstead, as all sections of the community rely on it. The SCC    consultation is continuing.

2.0
BW 69 & 504

2354
Both of these bridleways (which cross Elstead Common southwards towards 
the Moat) have been impeded for several years due to flooding. The Parish
Council have been pressing the County Council, the MoD and Natural 
England to undertake the necessary works for their reinstatement. Mr Murphy 
reported that the County Council had agreed with Natural England a 
programme for the restoration of BW69, funded by the County Council, which 
would be implemented later this year subject to the weather. In addition, 
Natural England agreed that the MoD be permitted to clean out Sandford 
Brook (the stream which drains Pudmore Pond) in order to clear the flooding 
around BW504. This work would be carried out by the MoD as soon as 
possible. 

3.0
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY IN ELSTEAD

2355
Following the extended power cut affecting large parts of Elstead in January, Mr Murphy and Cllr Else WBC had met engineers from Scottish and Southern Power Distribution to discuss the unreliable nature of the electricity supply to sections of the village. SSE engineers explained the problems they 
faced were mainly due to the large sections of line which passed through heavily
wooded areas. They planned to improve the resilience of the system by adding
a further circuit breaker on the high tension line running from the centre of the village over ‘Bonfire Hill’. This should allow supplies to the Thursley Road and other areas of the village to be restored more promptly in the event of further line damage. This would be monitored to see what was happening in programme terms.

4.0
HANKLEY COMMON MEETING

2356
Hankley Common – Mr Murphy reported on the recent meeting he and Cllr  
Else, WBC, attended with MoD officials to discuss the proposed closure of the 
DZ car park on Hankley Common and its replacement at a site at the old 
Polish Camp. This had been followed by a public meeting in the URC at 
Elstead organised by the PATH Group (Protect Access to Hankley). As a 
result of pressure from the Parish Council and the PATH group, the MoD had 
withdrawn their Polish Camp proposal and had instead offered three 
alternative sites for a replacement car park, two of which are closer to the 
current car park. The public meeting, by a show of hands, indicated greatest 
support for the alternative site close to the junction of Woolfords Lane with 
the lane to Truxford corner. The MoD had confirmed that the DZ car park 
would not be closed until a satisfactory alternative parking area had been 
established. The Parish Council will continue its contacts with the MoD to 
take this matter further.

5.0       RECREATION & LEISURE FACILITIES – LONG TERM PLAN

2357
Mr Murphy prepared a report on the issues associated with short term and long term planning for leisure facilities on the recreation grounds. The revised draft was reviewed and agreed. It was agreed that it should be uploaded on the Parish Council website and ask for parishioners’ comments by June 2012. 
6.0      SCC ZEBRA CROSSING

2358
 Mr Murphy reported that Surrey County Council had approved the funding 
and the works for the construction of a pedestrian crossing on the Milford 
Road. It was anticipated that works would be scheduled to start next month 
(March), but may be slightly delayed owing to a backlog of work elsewhere. 
The Parish Council thanked SCC member Cllr Harmer for his efforts in 
securing the crossing.

7.00
ELSTEAD CRICKET CLUB REQUEST FOR A GRANT FOR 
UNDERTAKING BOREHOLE PROCESS


2359
 The Council agreed last month to grant the Elstead Cricket Club a 
contribution towards the cost of an initial survey on the viability of a borehole 
to irrigate the Thursley Road Recreation Ground. After a review of the order 
to be placed, it was a requirement that the landowner should give its 
permission to undertake the works. It was agreed that this would be given and 
the Parish Council would confirm the order and issue a cheque for the total 
amount and reclaim 50% from the Elstead Cricket Club.


Mr Murphy declared an interest in the item.

8.00
THE CLOCKHOUSE AGM

2360
Mr Jones would attend the AGM on the 2 March 2012 on behalf of the Parish 
Council.

9.0
ELSTEAD FOOTBALL CLUB ERECTION OF NETS

2361
A request has been received to erect portable netting behind the goal mouth at 
Thursley Recreation Ground and a grant for the purchase of the nets. The 
Parish Council reviewed the issues raised and agreed that the netting could be 
erected and that it would pay 
for the netting at a cost not to exceed £80.00.

10.0
THURSLEY ROAD RECREATION GROUND – PLAYGROUND 
BRIEFING NOTE

2362
Mrs Thomas reported on progress towards the redevelopment of the children’s play area at the Thursley Road Recreation Ground. A briefing report was given to the Parish Council following a recent view as attached Annexe A. Approximately £40,000 had been raised or pledged towards the target budget of £62,000. A further grant application for the outstanding 
£22,000 had been submitted to Surrey County Council under their new Community Grants Programme. The Sub-Group would be working on detailed tender specifications for the project in conjunction with WBC. Once funding had been guaranteed, tenders could be invited. 

Cllr Harmer pointed out that as the Council had now applied for funds from the SSC scheme he would not be able to make a contribution to the Thursley Road play area from his own allowance. It was agreed that instead he should be asked to contribute matched funding for an item of new play equipment at Burford Lodge Recreation Ground. 


The Parish Council agreed to name the play area the Jubilee Playground in 
celebration of Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee.

11.0      QUEEN ELIZABETH 11 DIAMOND JUBILEE

2363
The Parish Council reviewed if anything should be done to mark the event. It noted that various events were being organised in the village and agreed that the Parish Council would not undertake anything additional.

12.0
ST JAMES PRIMARY SCHOOL – FRUIT TREES

2364
The Parish Council have been asked if it would allow the planting of fruit trees 
for “all” on Parish Council  owned land. Whilst the Parish Council had no 
general objection it was felt that this would be impracticable. It was agreed to 
ask the allotment association if the trees could be planted next to the 
allotments. Mr Jones would speak to Mrs Tunbridge, Chairperson of the 
allotment association.

13.0
ELSTEAD VILLAGE ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION (EVAA)

2365
The Parish Council have been asked to consider and agree certain changes to the tenants agreement. Whilst the changes suggested were accepted the Parish Council did not agree the revision to sheds and greenhouses, the conditions on these elements are to remain.

14.0
WBC – FILMING HANKLEY COMMON 

2366
The Parish Council has received a retrospective application from WBC with regard to filming on Hankley Common. The matter was reviewed generally and members have no comment, apart the need to ensure that the rights of way were not obstructed. As the site was an SSSI, Natural England’s consent to the works was required and had been obtained.

15.0
REPORTS, CONSULTATIONS AND REVIEW OF DOCUMENTS
2367
The reports received were noted.

2368
The Olympic Torch will be passing through Godalming on 20th July 2012, 
on its last leg before it arrives in London. Request for volunteers to help out as 
event Stewards. The Parish Council would put the request on its website.

2369
South East Water – Drought update for the area, papers handed to Mr Murphy 
for information and comment as necessary. 

2370
Surrey Hills AONB boundary review – Current and proposed revisions to boundaries would be reviewed and comments would be sought in due course from Parish Councils.

2371
Local Government Boundary Commission – Review of final recommendations for SCC. This can be seen on www.lgbce.org.uk , changes need to be agreed by Parliament. Comments to the review can be made in the opinion survey. 

16.0      CORRESPONDENCE 
-
-

17.0
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

2372
Accounts for payment:

The following accounts for February are presented for payment                       £

*
C P Newman
- Salary February (net), meeting copies, mileage,             443.08                                                 

*
HMRC – Tax payment Clerk                                                                     78.00

*
Waverley Hoppa – Grant aid                                                                   500.00

*
Broxap Ltd – Litter bin for the Moat                                                      371.94

*
Southern Electric – Burford Lodge Pavilion                                            29.78

*
Richard Knight – Routine maintenance                                                 339.70

*
e-mango – Website hosting and support fees                                          606.00

*
Zurich Municipal – Annual insurance & inspection fee                     2,222.28

*
Baker Associates Hydro Solutions – Thursley recreation 


Ground borehole costs                                                                              510.00

*
R Stacey – Burial and stonemason attendance                                          70.00 

* 
BIFFA Waste Service Ltd – Third party grant for recreation


ground play equipment grant aid from BIFFA                                         204.08

18.0     MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS (FOR NOTING)

2373
A number of items were noted on maintenance issues; these will be dealt with 


and included on the maintenance schedule.

2374
Mr Davidsen requested members to provide the CV’s as requested for the 
website.

2375
Hankley Common fire breaks was raised by Mrs Bird. Mr Murphy would 
discuss the issue with James Giles and ask him to consider the recording of the 
access points as raised during the previous fire on the heath.

19.0     MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS

2375
Concern was raised regarding horse riding on the commons, with regard to the safety of the self-closing equestrian gates which is planned to be installed at access points to the commons around Elstead. It was suggested that the gates are not safe for horse riders and that nationally they have been the cause of several injuries. Mr Murphy agreed to take the matter up with the Surrey Wildlife Trust.

2376
A request was made that the signs put up by AJ Tracy on the Village Green should be removed. This would be actioned.


2377
A number of items were noted on maintenance issues; these will be dealt with 


and included on the maintenance schedule.










Meeting closed 21.50
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